
Calvert Marine Museum in Solomons, Maryland (Calvert County) 
NOTE: The following four lectures will be held in person in the Harms Gallery at the Calvert Marine 

Museum. 

Sharks! Sink Your Teeth In! Lecture Series 

Maryland’s Fossil Sharks: What tales do shark teeth tell? 
September 16th, 2021 (7-8 pm) 
Presented by Victor Perez 

 

Maryland has a rich and diverse fossil record. Perhaps, the most popular of Maryland's fossils are shark 

teeth. Every year, thousands of people scour Maryland's beaches in search of these natural treasures. 

These fossils record a narrative of ancient life, offering interesting anecdotes from millions of years ago. 

When did these sharks live? How have they changed over time? And where should you go to find them? 

Join us as we dive deep into the past to answer these questions and more! 

 

Miocene Sharks and the Origins of the Modern Shark Fauna 
September 30th, 2021 (7-8 pm) 
Presented by Brett Kent 
During the Miocene, there was a remarkable restructuring of shark communities. Simple tooth 

morphologies and dentitions that had dominated shark faunas for three hundred million years were 

rapidly replaced by more complex and diverse dentitions that reflected an expanded range of lifestyles. 

The factors that triggered this diversification are still only partially understood, but the revolutionary 

changes that occurred during the Miocene helped establish the pattern for the shark communities we 

have today. 

 

Megalodon: Apex Predator 
October 21st, 2021 (7-8pm) 
Presented by Stephen Godfrey 
Shark bite traces are commonly found on fossil bones of whales and dolphins. This talk will showcase 

interesting fossils that provide evidence of predator-prey interactions, focusing on examples of 

predation and failed predation by megalodon. What was on the menu for the world’s largest predatory 

shark? How do we interpret predator-prey interactions in the fossil record? Join us as we explore these 

rare fossil stories! 

 

Megalodon: Evolution, Body Size, and Extinction 
November 4th, 2021 (7-8pm) 
Presented by Victor Perez 
Perhaps the most popular of Maryland’s sharks is the extinct predator, Otodus megalodon. Megalodon 

was arguably the largest shark to ever live, dominating ancient seas from 20 to 3.5 million years ago. 

How and why did it grow so large? How are we even able to determine the size of megalodon? What 

made this apex predator go extinct? Come learn everything you want to know about megalodon! 



 

The Calvert Marine Museum presents, Sharks! Sink Your Teeth In!  We invite you 

to explore the wonderful world of sharks, rays, and chimaeras – known as 

cartilaginous fish.  Our newest exhibit focuses on the great diversity of the past 

and present, as we dive into the marine life in the western Atlantic Ocean.  Of the 

130 cartilaginous fish found along the coast of eastern North America today, 54 

species have been identified from fossils found along the Calvert Cliffs. Take a 

closer look at our modern shark jaws and compare them to their ancient relatives 

that swam here 20 – to 10 million years ago.  These specimens showcase evidence 

of evolutionary relationships and tell tales of ancient battles between predator 

and prey! Exhibit included with regular admission.  “Sharks! Sink Your Teeth In!” 

Exhibit is now open at the museum. This new exhibit on both extant and extinct 

Miocene sharks is open until December 2022. 


